


Edward Galvin was baorn in
Newcestown(near Bandon)
Co.Cork on November 23 in
1882. He was always known
as Ned.

On the evening of his birth
their house went on fire but all
were rescued safely.

His mother was Mary Lordan
Mary loved reading.

John Galvin was interested in
music. He was a quiet man.

Ned learned songs from his
dad and picked up how to
play the harmonica, jews-
harp and violin.,

Eanturl w
Tl

/ Limerick [lublin
carlk g
=1
‘Iee Buttevant

Fermoy

Nz0 =

\ElfmeV Youghal
Camigtaohill
hacroom Cork '313 T

= dleton

hdankstown Ballycottan
lengarriff Bandone B pinzale Cabh

.

Beard] Du
Penning g e nmn;ﬂakin
X astletoinbere less W

[
Ifillstreet

Skibbereen
Sehull -

Castletownsend o 10m
Clear I:End “* Battimore —_—

e —
u] 10 Z0Km




‘He was christened |
Edward John Galvin on
November 24t by Fr.

Treacy in the Church of
‘St. John the Baptist,
Newcestown.




Edward had six brothers and two sisters.

Ned was tall, athletic, loved sport, but was shy.
He learned to cook, sew, darn and look after his
brothers and sisters.

When he was eleven his parents wanted Ned to
go to The Classics School in Bandon.

Fees cost £5 per year. He stayed in Bandon
during the week and cycled home with his
cousin at week ends and cycled back on Sunday
evening.
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When Ned Galvin
was 12, his dad
bought a farm In
Clodach about 7
miles from his
home. He loved
this place and
spent a lot of time
there. It was here
he made up his
mind to become a
priest.

Photographed in
1965
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Ned went to Newscestown
National School — 75 boys and
75 girls in the school at that
time.

Boys taught by a man / girls
taught by a woman.




Edward always wanted to be a priest.

Farranferris was a secondary school and
seminary. This is where Ned went after The

Classic School in Bandon.

It was the seminary for men who were going
to work in the Diocese of Cork and Ross.

After Farranferris men went to St. Patrick’s
College Maynooth to be ordained as priests.
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In the summer before his final year Iin
Farranferris, Edward went hunting with his

friends.

One of their dogs chased a persian cat that
belonged to the parish priest. The cat was
killed.

A court case followed and Edward was so

worried about what had happened, that he
failed his exams and had to repeat his last

year.
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He went to Maynooth seminary
with seven other boys from
Co.Cork.

They arrived by train to

Hazelhatch station, seven miles Hazelhatch
from Maynooth and walked from

there, to the college.

It was a strict place. No one was =
allowed to read the newspaper.

In 1909 a few months before his
ordination Edward Galvin’'s dad
died.

There were no vacancies for all
the new priests and the bishop
advised them to look for
parishes in America and
Australia.

Ordination was June 20t 1909
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If Edward hadn’t failed
his exams In
Farranferris because of
the case of the “Persian
Cat’, he would never
have been able to go
as a missionary to New
York.

This was the first time

priests weren’t needed
In the Diocese of Cork
and Ross.




Church of St. SaV|our

611 8th Avenue . Park Slope Brooklyn
New York 11215 -
http://www.stsaviour. orq/church htm
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.. founded over
100 years ago in
1906.

This is where Fr.
Galvin first
came.

He only
stayed a
short time.
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HOLY ROSARY
CHURCH. Church
Building: 139 Chauncey
St. Bklyn, NY 11233 »




Flatiron Building New York, 1902. 285' ht

Francis Hatch Kimball: Trinity
Building under construction,

NYC, 1904-5,
H.J. Hardenbergh & J. NYC. Postcard, 1906
Hollis
Wills of Clinton & Russell,
NYC,

1902-3, 1909-11
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Edward Galvin, on loan to
the Diocese of Brooklyn,
New York, heard from Fr.
John M. Fraser, a
Canadian missionary,
about China. He
volunteered to go there
himself.

He had read every book
In the Brooklyn public
library that had anything
to do with China.
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On February 25t ,
1912, he was on his
way to China.

The people of Holy Rosary
Parish gave him a Chalice
and $500. A large crowd of
people came to the station to
see him off .... “and there |
cried like | had never cried
before.”



That year “The Titanic” sank on its
maiden Voyage

White Star Liner Titanic 1910-1912
Titanic was built in 1910 by Harland
and Wolff Shipbuilders in Belfast. On
the evening of April 14,1912, while
on her maiden voyage from
Southampton to New York, Titanic
struck an iceberg in the North
Atlantic about 400 miles East of the
Grand Banks. Foundering for about
2 hours, she sank taking the lives of
1,527 passengers and crew with her.
There were only 705 survivors. This
marked the greatest maritime loss of
life in peacetime to this date.
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Fr. Galvin was shocked by the poverty he
found in China,..

“ Here were millions of friendly and hard
working people, who, because of the lack of
missionaries, knew nothing of Jesus Christ.”

i Edward Galvin
A
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In those days, the Catholics of the English-
speaking world played a minor part in the
foreign mission work of the Catholic Church.

Of the 17,000 priests in the United States,
less than 50 were working as missionaries.

Edward Galvin needed to get help from those
priests.
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Fr. Galvin “bombarded
his friends with letters
seeking help.”

In 1916, two priests
joined him: Frs. Patrick
O'Reilly and Joseph
O'Leary.

Fr. Edward Galvin of Ireland (left)
founded the Missionary Society of St.
Columban in 1918. Fr. John Blowick
(seated) also helped in the founding
of the Society. Columban Father
Owen MacPolin is also pictured.
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In June 1916, Fr. Galvin returned to the
United States and visited priest friends and
bishops from San Francisco to Brooklyn.

He shared his plans with them, and they
encouraged him.
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In August, Fr. Galvin
sailed to Ireland, to
Maynooth, where he got
his first recruits.

An able young professor,
Fr. John Blowick, joined










Columban
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The first seminary at Dalgan Park, County
Mayo opened its doors in 1918. A number of
ordained diocesan priests joined the Soclety
In the first years of Iits existence.

A monthly magazine, The Far East, was
launched to promote interest in the missions,
especially in China.

In 1940 the students moved to the new
seminary at Dalgan Park, Navan. Co.Meath
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The priests and Sisters encountered

unexpected problems and extremely difficult
situations in China.

Even though they were well-received, they
nad more than their share of hardships.

t was usual for annual floods, droughts and
nlagues of insects to bring starvation to the

rrovinces. ”
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Relief boats, sent by charitable organizations,
were |looted by bandits who themselves were
starving.

Poverty, hunger, leprosy and tuberculosis made
life difficult for the missionaries.

Such hardships were part of the experience of
each missionary.

But the worst was yet to come. .;D
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From 1921 to 1950, China was In constant
chaos.

In the 1920s, the Nationalist Chinese Army
fought the Communists.

Bandits fought everyone.

In the middle of all this chaos, Fr. Galvin was
consecrated Bishop of Hanyang in 1927.
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On July 15, 1929, Communist Army bandits
captured Columban Father Timothy Leonard.
After a few days as a prisoner, they murdered
him.

Other Columban priests were taken captive
and released. But one, Columban Father

Cornelius Tierney, died after three months in
harsh captivity.
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In 1933, Columban
Father Patrick Cleary

took charge of Hanyang.

In the following yearr,
flooding of the Yangtze
River left thousands
homeless.

Columban priests and
Sisters exhausted
themselves in caring for

sick and dying refugees.

#H& % & 4 %< =

&



L #

Fathers Dan Fitzgerald and Jim Lillis, 1937 Nancheng

o

Cofundadorés_l?é;/. PP
Eduardo Galvin y Juan

Blowick en Hanyang, China,
1920.

www.columbanosperu.
org/Informacion/Histori
a5.html
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On the night of July 7t |, 1937, China began its war with
Japan.

Columban priests and Sisters were called on to care for
thousands of wounded Chinese soldiers as well as refugees

with cholera.

Mons. Galvin
poniendo la
primera piedra de
un convento para
las

Hermanas
Columbanas en
Hanyang.
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World War Il followed
In 1940.

Cities and towns were
bombed and reduced
to rubble.

American and
Australian
Columbans, looked
upon as enemies,
were forced to go
home.
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On7/
December
1941,
Japanese
warplanes
carried out
a surprise
air raid on
Pearl
Harbour,
Hawaii, the
largest U.S.
naval base
in the
Pacific.
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The war had just ended when it became
clear that the Communists under Mao
Tse-tung would soon take over China.

Several Columbans were thrown into
jail and eventually all the Columban
priests and nuns were expelled.

Bishop Galvin and Bishop
Cleary were expelled in 1952.




On September 19t
1952, a weary,
tired man,
stumbled across
the Communist
China border into
Hong Kong. we:z- 10

(Hong Kong was not

part of China) 3
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By 1954, every one of the 146
Columbans serving in China was
"expelled forever."

Forty years of missionary service had
ended - Bishop Galvin was even
branded a "criminal.”

hree-and-a-half years later, “death
came quietly for this great Catholic
missionary.” -
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Sister Gabriel O'Mahony, a medical

doctor, cared for Bishop Galvin when ° September 19th,

he arrived in Hong Kong having been

expelled from China in 1952. 2003 on the 51St
She attended the celebrations in Anniversary ()f the
Newscestown

arrival of Bishop
Galvin in Hong Kong,
following his
expulsion from China,
Newscestown
honours Bishop

Galvin. 3
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At the end of the Mass a plaque

was unveiled in the Church of St. John
the Baptist, Newcestown by Bishop John
Buckley. Bishop of Cork and Ross.

This was the church where Bishop Galvin
was baptised and said his first Mass in his
home diocese Iin June 1909.
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These pictures were made
by children in Bishop Galvin
N.S. They illustrate his life
and show how his name
continues today in our
school and parish.
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The elements that make up the Crest of
the school reflect on the life of the
school and the ideals of Bishop Galvin.

The Dragon : Symbol of China and
Bishop Galvin's work there.

The Staff : A symbol of the Bishop's
authority.

The Flame : The flame of knowledge
signifying the work of the school.

The Rising Sun : The symbol of "The
Far East" and the present day work of
the Columban Fathers.

The Hills : The Dublin mountains (once)
viewed from the school's playground
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Kao Er Wen ...a wise man and
scholar ...
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RESOURCES FOR A HISTORY
OFKILMURRYPARISH ://www.kilm
urry.ie/history/bishop_galvin/bishop
_galvin.htm

http://www.columban.org.au/about-
us/our-founders.html

The Red Lacquered Gate: The
Early Days of the Columban
Fathers

Kao Er Wen by Padraig Mac
Caomhanaigh

http://en.wikipedia.org
www.columbanosperu.org/Informac

lon/Historia5.html

www.forgotten-
ny.com/.../8ave.brooklyn.html

Google searches
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